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This guide explains how to access Nonemployer Statistics (NES) data in Comma Separated files 

(CSV) or using Data.census.gov. You may also contact the staff at 301-763-2580 or 

ewd.nonemployer.statistics@census.gov for assistance.
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Definitions 
• Nonemployer - A nonemployer business is one that has no paid employees, 

has annual business receipts of $1,000 or more ($1 or more in the 
Construction industry), and is subject to federal income taxes.

• Legal Form of Organization (LFO) – An LFO is the organizational structure 
a firm chooses to adopt. 

• North America Industry Classification System (NAICS) – Is the standard 
used by Federal statistical agencies in classifying business 
establishments.For more information, visit the NAICS website: 
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics

• Noise Infusion – A method of disclosure. Read more on the Methodology
page.

• Noise Flags–
G - Low Noise Infusion
H - Medium Noise Infusion
J  - High Noise Infusion
S – Withheld because estimate did not meet publication standards
N – Not available or not comparable 

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/nonemployer-statistics/about/glossary.html

https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/technical-documentation/methodology.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/about/glossary.html
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Using the Homepage

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html

Data is available:
• Through data.census.gov
• Downloadable (in CSV)
• API

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html
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Using the Data Page

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-
statistics/data.html

Using the Data Page

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/data.html
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Accessing and Customizing Data using Data.Census.Gov

To access data 
using 

data.census.gov, 
simply click on 
the hyperlink 

after selecting a 
desired year on 

the NES Data 
Tables page. You 

will then be 
directed to 

data.census.gov

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-
statistics/data/tables.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/data/tables.html
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Accessing and Customizing Data using Data.Census.Gov

The default table 
will show US 
totals, click on 
Add Filters or 
Customize Table 
to customize the 
table.

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONE
MP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDi
splayedRow=33&hidePreview=true.html

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true.html
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Accessing and Customizing Data using Data.Census.Gov

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&
tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer
%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true

Customize your table (geography, year, or NAICS) by clicking either 
‘Geographies’, ‘Years’, or ‘Code’. 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true
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Accessing and Customizing Data using Data.Census.Gov: Selecting a different Geography

1. Select ‘Geography’ as 
the filter you wish to 
change.

2. Select the geography 
type (U.S., state, 
county, metropolitan 
areas, or combined 
statistical areas).

3. Select the geographic 
area(s) you want.

4. Click ‘Close’ to apply 
the filter to the table.

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&
tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer
%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=04
00000US24

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=0400000US24
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Accessing and Customizing Data using Data.Census.Gov: Selecting a different NAICS Code

1. Select ‘Code’ as the 
filter you wish to 
change.

2. Select the ‘Industry 
Codes (NAICS)’.

3. Select the NAICS 
code(s) you want.

4. Click the ‘Close’ to 
apply the filter to 
the table.

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&
tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer
%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=04
00000US24&n=N0300.00

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=0400000US24&n=N0300.00
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Accessing and Customizing Data using Data.Census.Gov: Selecting a different Year of data

1. Select ‘Years’ as the filter you 
wish to change.

2. Select the desired year (ex. 
2018).

3. Click “Closed” to apply the 
filter to the table.

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&
tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer
%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&n=&p
=&comm=&matfuel=&napcs=&y=2018

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&n=&p=&comm=&matfuel=&napcs=&y=2018
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Data.Census.Gov Features

HIDE/FILTER
Click ‘Hide’ to 

hide/show columns, 
such as noise flags. 
Click ‘Filter’ filter a 

column for a specific 
value or meaning.

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&
tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer
%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=04
00000US24&n=N0300.00

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=0400000US24&n=N0300.00
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Downloading Data in Data.Census.Gov

To download the desired 
table, click ‘Download’. 

Select your preferred options 
then click the ‘DOWNLOAD’ 

button at the bottom right to 
initiate the download

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&
tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer
%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=04
00000US24&n=N0300.00

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?table=NS1800NONEMP&tid=NONEMP2018.NS1800NONEMP&d=ANN%20Nonemployer%20Statistics&lastDisplayedRow=33&hidePreview=true&g=0400000US24&n=N0300.00
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Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-
statistics/data/datasets.html

Downloading Data in Comma-Separated Value (CSV)

Data users can 
download NES 
datasets in CSV 
format by clicking 
on NES Datasets 
and selecting the 
desired year.

Data files are 
available from 1997 
to 2018

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/data/datasets.html
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Last updated:5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2018/econ/nonemployer-
statistics/2018-ns.html

Downloading Data Comma-Separated Value (CSV)Downloading Data in Comma-Separated Value (CSV)

Datasets are 
available as 

.ZIP files which 
contain a .txt 

file in CSV 
format.

Once selecting 
a year, you will 
have access to 
all available 
datasets for 
that year.

Record layouts 
are also 
available for 
reference.

https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2018/econ/nonemployer-statistics/2018-ns.html
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Help with Nonemployer Statistics Data
Phone: (301)763-2580
E-mail: ewd.nonemployer.statistics@census.gov

Help with data.census.gov (economic data only)
Phone: (301)763-5185
E-mail: econ.dissemination@census.gov and cedsci.feedback@census.gov

Help with American FactFinder (demographic and other data)
Phone: (301)763-INFO(4636)
Website: https://ask.census.gov/newrequest.php

Related links
County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp.html
Nonemployer Statistics: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html
2017 Economic Census: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
Census Bureau Other Economic Programs: http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html
North American Industry Classification System:  http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/

Additional Links

Last updated: 5/27/2020
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/nonemployer-statistics/about/related-sites.html

mailto:ewd.county.business.patterns@census.gov
mailto:econ.dissemination@census.gov
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov
https://ask.census.gov/newrequest.php
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html
http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/
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